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systems, tissues, and organs of the body; the influence of the diet and regimen 
employed during their administration! and the modifications of their action re- 
sult.ng from age and sex. He then treats of the individual antimonials as the- 
rapeutic agents. This section displays considerable research. Dr. B. dwells 
at some length on the remedial effects of tartar emetic! his account of its con- 
tra-stimulant use is interesting. This article is concluded by a highly judicious 
section on the Toxicological Effects and Tests of Antimonials. 

The articles in this No. by the editor are all short but well written. They 
constitute the filling up, as it is called, a most laborious work and one too fre¬ 
quently neglected, but upon which Dr. Hays has bestowed much attention. 
Most of the medical terms are defined with perspicuity! they are, as far as 
practicable, deprived of those unmeaning definitions that too often confuse the 
learned and dazzle the ignorant p T 


X\ II. Des Diverse* Wethodcs ct des different Precedes from Pobllteralion des ArlCres, 
dans le Jrademem des dnCvrismes,- de lews Jlvanlagcs el de lews Inconvenient 
respeclresscs. Bar J. Lisrnaxc, Vice-President de 1’Academic Royale de Medi¬ 
cine, Chirurgien cn chef de La Pitie, &c. Paris, 1834. pp. 152. 

It is not always that we say least where we are least pleased, and if our no¬ 
tice of this work of M. Lisfranc is very short, it is because we have little 
fault to find with it, and because it should be read throughout, in order that its 
merits may be weighed. 

It is a complete monograph of the subject on which it treats, and contains 
very little matter that is foreign to the purpose in view. After some preliminary 
observations on the nature of aneurism, and the proper limitation of the signi- 
ncation of the term, the author proceeds to the history of the various operations 
employed in the treatment of this disease, overthrowing the claims to originality 
of sonic supposed inventors, and giving additional proof of the truth of a well- 
known adage of Solomon. He then takes up in detail all the various methods 
that have been employed from the days of the Greek physicians to the present 
time, examining the advantages, disadvantages, and applications of each method 
'' e arc ha PPy t0 oljserve that full justice is done to the experiments of the two 
American authorities who have made or attempted improvements in the con¬ 
struction of ligatures, but we may remark that his selection of instruments for 
he application of ligatures, is not such as would meet with general approbation 
Here. This subject, however, is only glanced at collaterally. 

In endeavouring to account for the greater frequency of consecutive hemor¬ 
rhage in cases of operations for aneurism, when compared with those which 
follow amputations, M. Lisfranc suggests the probability that the ligature of the 
collateral branches, and the consequent arrest of the circulation to a greater 
distance along the principal trunks of the vessels, in the latter class of opera¬ 
tions, may give additional security to the coagula, which form the barrier against 
hemorrhage. We have had occasion to remark, in former numbers of this 
journal, that few surgeons in this country apply very numerous ligatures in cases 
ot amputation, yet secondary hemorrhage is an exceedingly rare occurrence! 
is it not more reasonable to suppose that the difference mentioned is the result 
of incipient morbid changes in the coats of aneurismal vessels extending beyond 
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the limits of the tumour? We are compelled also to differ from M. Lisfrancin 
his preference for large ligatures of thread, over fine ones of silk. The author 
supposes that the latter, by pressing on a smaller surface, causes a more rapid 
separation of the cellular coat of the vessel, thus diminishing the security 
of the coagulated plug; but this supposition is scarcely tenable by physi¬ 
ological reasoning, and no facts are brought to bear upon the question. It is 
not the extent, but the violence of the constriction, that determines the rapidity 
of separation. Now the ligature should always be sufficiently tight to destroy 
the circulation in the parietes of the vessel, or the object of its application is 
not attained, (for the method by flat ligature advocated by Scarpa, is condemned 
by M. L.) If death of the part is thus produced, the vital injury cannot be in¬ 
creased by additional tightness, and the absorbents can separate an inch of the 
dead tube with as much rapidity as a line, for they act in cither case, only on 
the living margin of the sound part of the canal, which is not rendered at all 
more extensive by an increase in the bulk of the ligature. 

The work under notice, concludes with an ample series of tables, in which 
are given an abstract of all the cases of operations for aneurism, with which the 
extensive researches of the author have provided him. In these tables we find 
under separate heads the result of the several peculiar operations, and in distinct 
columns, references to the work in which each is contained, the name of the 
surgeon, that of the patient, the age, the nature and location of the disease, the 
manner of operating, and as far as could be ascertained, the occurrence of 
hemorrhages, other accidents, the date of the detachment of the ligatures, and 
the issue of the case. The treatise contains a great body of important facts, 
and although the high standing of M. Listranc as an operative surgeon makes 
it almost unnecessary, we cannot conclude without recommending the work in 
the highest terms to all who would obtain a rapid, concise, and full view of the 
surgical treatment of aneurism. R. C. 


XVIII. Transactions of the Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta. VolVI. 
Calcutta, 1833, 8vo. pp. 509. 

The published Transactions of the Calcutta Medical and Physical Society, the 
sixth volume of which now lies before us, are, generally speaking, of a highly 
interesting character—many of the papers comprised in them acquire an addi¬ 
tional recommendation from their value in a practical point of view. 

To the physicians and surgeons of India arc afForded opportunities for the 
successful investigation of many important diseases, of which they have been by 
no means negligent in availing themselves. Though we cannot always accord 
with them in the correctness of their pathological views, nor acknowledge in 
every particular the correctness of their plan of treatment, wc nevertheless 
feel a pleasure in giving them credit for many and important contributions to 
our stock of medical information. 

We have not sufficient space, on the present occasion, to notice particularly 
the different papers contained in the volume before us, much less to allow of a 
proper analysis of them. Wc shall therefore merely point out as particularly 
interesting, in addition to the accounts of the medical topography of different 
sections of India, by Dr. Mouat, and Surgeon Leslie, the paper on the variety 



